
Croatia has 120 higher education institutions located in all parts of the country. Croatia’s largest university is the University of Zagreb with over 50,000 full-time students - making it the largest university in the region of South-Eastern Europe. The University of Zagreb is also the oldest university in the region (founded in 1669).

Croatia’s higher education institutions are part of the European Higher Education Area, having adapted their study programmes to the Bologna Process, thereby making it easier for international students to study in Croatia and for Croatian students to study abroad.

Croatia also participates in a wide range of international exchange programmes (including Erasmus, Erasmus Mundus, CEEPUS and many bilateral programmes) allowing international students to study in Croatia and Croatian students to study abroad.

According to a survey ordered by the European Commission in 2005, 49% of people in Croatia speak English, 34% German, 14% Italian, 4% French and Russian and 2% Spanish

Croatia has a binary higher education system, meaning that prospective students can choose between two types of higher education studies: 

· University studies consisting of academic programmes that are conducted solely at universities 

· Professional studies consisting of professional programmes conducted at polytechnics or colleges of applied sciences (exceptionally, professional programmes can also be implemented at universities).

The higher education system in Croatia has undergone a comprehensive reform within the framework of the Bologna Process. The Croatian higher education system is now structured according to three cycles (undergraduate, graduate and postgraduate) and higher education studies in Croatia are organised according to the system of transferable credits (ECTS).

Croatia has three types of higher education institutions: universities, polytechnics and colleges of applied sciences. There are currently 120 higher education institutions in Croatia comprising 10 universities (consisting of 70 faculties, art academies and schools of professional higher education), 15 polytechnics and 32 colleges of applied sciences. 

Students enrolment figures (in both universities and schools of professional higher education) in the past few years look like this:  

	Academic year
	2007/2008
	2008/2009
	2009/2010
	2010/2011

	Number of students
	177.828
	185.663
	185.479
	194.187


Croatia is situated in South-Eastern Europe at the crossroads of the Adriatic Sea and the Pannonian Plain. Croatia borders with Hungary in the north, Slovenia in the north-west, Serbia in the north-east, Bosnia and Herzegovina in the total length of the lower part of the Croatia’s crescent shape, Montenegro in the extreme south, and Italy and Slovenia on the Adriatic Sea. 

Croatia is classified as an emerging and developing economy by the International Monetary Fund and a high income economy by the World Bank.  Population of Croatia numbers 4.4 million people and the current GDP per capita is $14,242. 

